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For those with some free time and extra land, starting a small pig farm can be a fun way to earn extra money. Whether you raise pigs as pets or for food, it is essential to know how to properly care for the health and well-being of your pigs. You don't have to be an experienced farmer or a savvy business person to start a small pig farm, but you need to follow some basic instructions to have a successful farm. Evaluate your space.
Decide how much of your property you want to devote to your pig farm and how many pigs you can realistically care for. For every two pigs, you should devote a 5-by-5-foot space to sleep and a 10-by-10-foot space to eat. Build an enclosure for your pigs. A pig enclosure must be covered to protect the pigs from the elements and must be well ventilated. Raise pigs in stables with individual stalls or in a large pen. Install a cooling
system such as a drip water irrigation system to keep pigs from overheating. Create separate places to sleep and eat. Buy piglets. Choose piglets that are four to eight weeks old and weigh 20 to 50 kg. Do not choose the runt of bedding because it will not grow big enough to sell for meat. Give your pigs sufficient food and water. Supplement food scraps and soiled products from your garden with pig feed that has been formulated to
contain the necessary vitamins and nutrients. Keep your pig water supply full and refresh the supply daily. Monitor the health of your pigs. To keep your pigs disease-free, give them a wormer every month and vaccinate them for the most common pig diseases. Tips Keeping your pigs cool is imperative, as pigs can't sweat to cool off. Before you invest time and money, check to make sure there are no additional regulations at the local
or state level that would prevent you from having a pig farm. This story appears in the March 2001 issue of Entrepreneurs Start-Ups magazine. Sign up » Q: I have operated a construction company for more than 20 years in a small, rural southeastern town. To secure a lucrative high-tech contract, I need just over $5 million to remodel my facility. My local lender says the deal is too big, but several big banks and non-bank lenders say
the deal is too small. Where can I go next? A: Stay where you are-this horse isn't dead yet. Before moving to greener pastures, give your local lender a Opportunity. Ask to check in by making you the loan under a relatively unknown program offered through the U.S. Department of Agriculture known as the Business and Industry Guaranteed Loan Program. This program is designed to allow both banks and non-bank lenders to make
quality loans in rural areas with less overall risk because part of the capital is guaranteed by the U.S. government. Also, these loans are extremely attractive to both small banks and large non-bank lenders because they can sell off the guaranteed portion of the loan for a fee. Most professionals need to be reminded of how creative their sectors can be, and are no different. For details, visit the Department of Agriculture's business
programs website in www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/b&amp;i_gar.htm.Doug Hood is co-founder of Rainmaker Capital Corp, a capital acquisition consulting firm in Cartersville, Georgia. Co-founder Marilea S. Hood contributed to this article. Send questions or anecdotes via e-mail to doughood@rainmakercapital.com. Writing a farm business plan can be a tool to plan your farm business. It can also be a requirement of securing grants
and loans for your rural business. The process of writing a farm business plan may seem overwhelming and intimidating at first, but if you break it into its component steps, it becomes much more manageable. A business plan is a road map for your small farm. It's both a process and a product. During the preparation of a farm business plan, you will develop a comprehensive vision and mission for your business. You will think about
your short and long-term goals. You will specify the steps required to achieve these goals. You will set the direction for your business to grow over the next five years. If you are already an established business, your new business plan will show where you will go next. A good business plan should be: RealisSimpleSpecificComplete mission statement of your farm is your primary purpose for your business: Why does your farm exist?
What purpose does your farm serve? Where's your farm headed? That's beyond making money. This shipping statement is based on your values and your basic identity as a small farm. The goals in your business plan are the specific, measurable things that you will achieve with your small farm. Short-term goals are defined as those to be completed within one year. The long-term goals are those that take more than a year to
complete. SMART Goals are: SpecificMeasurableAtaineta, and have aTimeline In this section of your business plan, take inventory of what you have right now: Where are you? How many acres of land do you cultivate? When did you start growing? How do you work right now? What general practices do you use for things like conservation, ploughing, environmental impact and marketing? This is where your business plan gets to look
forward. You're going to formulate your farm strategy between now and the next five years or so. Gather information and research markets. Make sure your farm plan fits into the general market in terms of supply and demand. Investigate and analyze industry trends, identify competitors, and define Buyers. Swot. This is an analytical tool that can be used for decision-making. SWOT means: strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats. As a business, analyze your internal strengths and weaknesses. Then look externally at what opportunities and threats there are - competitors, new markets, government regulations, economic conditions, and so on. Create alternative strategies. Looking at the information you have gathered and the once you did, think through the options for your farm strategy. Don't just rely on the price. economies of scale are difficult at the
level of small farms. Don't come to a conclusion right away. They really spend some time enriching the specificities of some of the strategies and looking at their advantages and disadvantages. Try to find options that combine your inner strengths with opportunities in the external environment. Look at all your strategies, then reread your mission statement. The ideal farm design will best suit your mission. Write an implementation plan.
This is where you can write a plan that will make your new strategy happen. In the next part of your farm's business plan, you develop and outline a marketing strategy for your products and services. This can be based on the research you did in the previous step. For each product, include ideas for price, placement, and promotion. Think about how to pass on real and perceived value to your customers. This part of your business plan
details the structure of your agricultural business. All those involved in the management of the business should be listed here. External resources are also listed here. In this section, you should describe in detail the economic aspect of your agricultural activity. Detail your current finances, including all revenue and operating expenses. Referring to your new strategy, you will foresee what is needed for future growth and to achieve the
objectives you described in terms of capital. Include what your future operating expenses will be. Writing a farm business plan is a great project. Don't let it put you off. Your plan can be as simple as it should be for now. Start with your shipping statement and goals. Do your homework by analyzing markets and researching competitors and trends. Have fun brainstorming alternative strategies and let them marinate a little. Take it one
step at a time. If you want to start a small farm business, you may be wondering what step to take first. You may not yet have land yet, but you're still thinking and planning for the time you make your move. And finding farmland is an important step in agriculture – one you'll want to take after looking at a few other factors. You can't go wrong starting with this step. If you're new to agriculture, learn everything you can about it within the
time you have. But be reasonable, too. You can't know everything. Some learning should be at work, and trial and error is dirty, time consuming and some Costly. However, it is inevitable with agriculture, so embrace the process. But learn some. Balance. If you can find a mentor - someone you can learn from directly, perhaps in your community now or where you hope to farm - it can be extremely helpful. If you haven't already, work on
a farm. Volunteer. Get an experience before you start. Erik Isakson/Getty Images An important part of starting your agricultural business is determining what it will be. Want to have a small-scale vegetable Are you planning to grow acres of sane for other farmers? Maybe you want to have a diversified farm - a small-scale business that grows a variety of animals and crops. You might even be wondering how to start a ecotourism farm
where people will come to stay to see the operation of your farm and maybe even participate in agricultural chores. You may wonder if you need a business plan. The short answer: if you want to start a business, you will need a business plan. In writing the business plan, you will look at markets, supply and demand, as well as anything and everything related to your agricultural work, administrative structure, financial analysis, products,
and price points. You can switch between this step and the previous one by drawing and drawing because they are interconnected. But a business plan is a pretty important part of starting a business to take an entire step. It's where you take your dreams and brainstorms and make them come true. Hero Images/Getty Images You may not have all the capital you need to start farming on the scale you would like. You can start small, dip
a toe in the water and see how you can enjoy farming on a small scale, using what you can collect from your monthly household budget to invest in the farm. But it can take a long time to get anywhere using this method, as you may not be able to invest a significant amount, enough to bring the product to market. Grants and loans aimed at young and starting farmers are out there! There is also help for established farmers. The
programs offer subsidized equipment such as high tunnels, help with biological certification, and more. Your local and state law can vary when it comes to requirements for setting up a small agricultural business. But the basics are the same: you should probably enter your business name, buy a business license, get an employer identification number, and bring product liability insurance. You should also decide on the structure of your
business. Will this be an individual business, an LLC or something? Contact an accountant to get information about your situation. Financial planning should be in your business plan. It is very important to create a system for accounting and accounting from the beginning of your small agricultural business. Business.
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